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typedef struct { typedef union {
int t; GCObject *gc;
Value v; vold *p;
} TObject; lua_Number n;
int b;
} value;

Figure 1: Lua values are represented as tagged unions.
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Figure 2: A Lua table.
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function add (x) add2 = add(2)
return function (y) print (add2(5))
return x+y
end
end

Figure 3: Access to outer local variables.
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Figure 4: An upvalue before and after being "closed”.
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ADD AEBC R(A) := BEK(E) + BK(C)
SUB AEBC RCA) = EH(E) - RK(C)
MUL AEC R{A) = RH(B) = RK(C)
DIV AEC R(A) = RK(B) / EK(C)
POW AEBC RCA) = EH(E) = RK(C)
UNM AB R(L) = -R(E)
NOT AE R{A) := not R(B)
CONCAT AEC R(A) = R(B) .. ... .. R(C)
JMP gBx PC += sBx
ER AEC if ((BK(B) == BK(C)) "= A) then PC++
LT AEC if ((RK(B) < BRK(CJ)) "= A) then PC++
LE AEC if ((RE(B) <= BK(CJ)) "= A) then PC++
TEST AEBC if (R(B) <=> C) then R([A) := R(B) else PC++
CALL ABC R(4), ... ,R(A+C-2) := R(A) (R(A+1), ... ,R(A+B-1))
TAILCALL AEBC return R{AJ(R(A+1), ... ,R{A+B-1))
RETURN = return R(4A), ... ,R(4+E-2) (gee note)
TFORLOOP AC R{A+2), ... ,RCA+2+C) := ROAY(R(A+1), R{A+2));
TFORPREF A gBx if type(R(A)) == table then R(A+1):=R(A), R{A) :=next;
SETLIST A Bx R{A) [Bx-BxWFPF+il := R(A+1i), 1 <= i <= Bx}{FPF+1
SETLISTO A Bx
CLOSE A close stack variables up to R(A)
CLOSURE A Bx R(A) := closure(XPROTO[Bx], R(A), ... ,R{A+n))

Figure 5: The instructions in Lua's virtual machine.

KB HE2 A = bt s, b A UK A3 745 B, C 0l fURIR R
VRS, PTRESE A A7 an B B0 CREF AT IIPE 21 RK (XD R7ni%) o 42 I FR% L

0



Lua VR 2 LAY R R A n] DAL B 255 2 e B, XN R AR R kAT
RIsS, W a=at] YK ADD x x y, Horb x fORRMAL B a Fr TR a7 47 45%, y
IREEHE 1. Za, bHEGERHAREN, & a=b.f XHEIE R a) Agn sl — 2% 4
4 GETTABLE xy z, HH x /& a i aifeds, y o2 b i Maifrds, z 274
R R IR S GO e T B2, A1),

I SCAR A I SEHAT s NAE, DI BREAS 70 SCHE 2 it 2245 H A HIRAR L A ) 38
TR BT EE DML B o R I LG 5 1) — S5 45 - s BRI Bk e i B 7
256 Z W (e 9 LA 45 B2 B & C UM # 5) . Lua SR HAE 02
FEIXFE: B EUF, 0 SRR A R, RBbId R4t —ME%: #
Bk (- — N AR RS, B I8 LM . Sbs b, A
SRR R BT DR S, MRS &S BT, Bs2dl, %
NI SR MR S AT A FU, MAREAR L BT R — A5 dR 2 I AT kRS, T
ALEER R IR AW (while-switch 538 ). 8 6 275 7> Lua JEA4F1 54
P11 TEROEE EIR TG AT b 1R 2 BBl 7 SCBb R 2 1O Ot

function max (a,b)

local m = a 1 MOVE 200 : R(2) = R(O)
if & > a then 2 LT 001 ; R(O)Y <« R{1) 7
m==n 3 JMP 1 ;D to 5 (4+1)
end 4 MOVE 210 ; R(2) = R(1)
return m 5 RETURN 2 2 0 ; return R(2)
end & RETURN 010 : return

Figure 6: Bytecode for a Lua function.

logal a,t,1 1: LOADNIL 0 2 0
a=a+i 2: ADD 0 aQ2
a=a+l 3: ADD 00250 ;1
a=t[i] 4: GETTABLE 0 1 Z

Figure 7: Register-based opcode (Lua 5.0).

B 7 R T A Lua G ST IAL I F o [ 8 JR T DR OS50S
Lua.0 4 4T 36 4, Luad.0 (KERIHLEIE THERRIG, 4 49 & 454 . VEREH,
25 17 48 S HEAOUDL A0 VPSP 2 AT S0 O 4T 91 R 046 BT A
Luas.0 45 FHSBEGIF AL 4464, (A7 Luad0 PITHEE 3 0 4 364



local a,t,i 1: PUSHNIL 3
a=a+i 2: GETLOCAL 0 a
3: GETLOCAL 2 i
4: ADD
5: SETLOCAL O a
a=a+1 6: GETLOCAL O a
7: ADDI 1
8: SETLOCAL 0 a
a=t[i] 9: GETLOCAL 1 t
10: GETINDEXED 2 i
11: SETLOCAL 0 a

Figure 8: Stack-based opcode (Lua 4.0).
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program Lua 4.0 Luas’ Luas.0

sum (2e7) 1.23 | 0.54 (44%) | 0.54 (44%)
fibo (30) 095 | 0.68 (72%) | 0.69 (73%)
ack (8) 1.00 | 0.86 (86%) | 0.88 (88%)
random (1e6) 1.04 1096 (92%) | 096 (92%)
sieve (100) 093 | 0.82 (88%) | 0.57 (61%)
heapsort (Se4) | 1.08 | 1.05 (97%) | 0.70 (65%)
matrix ( 50) 0.84 | 0.82 (98%) | 0.59 (70%)

Figure 9: Benchmarks (times in seconds; percentages are relative to Lua 4.0).
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